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REMONSTRANCE 


of all the 


SHOEMAKER S 
Of LON DOXN andelſewhere, thatarc againſt Tranſporting, Fore- 
__— ſtalling and Ingroſling of s | : 


LEATH,E R: 


V=>x Hich doth plainly and perfe&ly ſhew the reaſon why Leather is ſo exceſſive dear , and.(o unſerviceaFe for the 
'{31\\ ule of the Common-wealih: the abuſe is wholly occaſioned by the Leather-ſcllers, ſome Curriers, ſome 
YZ7; Coblers, Taylors, Weavers, Button-makers, Broakers, Black-imiths, Chandlers, Ti pſters , and that which 
is worſtefall, ſome Shoc-makers, ſome of them have left off he Trade and will nbt work , but ſcorns to 
work, andare become ſole Merchants of Leather onely , that do buy up all the Legther in ſome Country Fairs 
without Comptroule , bragging and boafting the Law can take no hold on them, and they:cpnvey what they 
liſt beyond Sea ,* and the reſt they keep at home, in their Shops and Cellars, and there {ell it at their own Races, and are 
growatoſucha Head, that it isin vain for any Shoe-maker to g9to any Fair or Market with a ſm3ll quantity of money, but he 
muſt be forc'd tocome and buy of them; taey foreſtalling, and 1ngroſſing the greateſt part of the Leather in rhe whole Kir g— 
domeinto their own hands: Inſomuch that if any oftheſe people beiore mentioned, do come into any Fair or Market . the b<ſt 
and ableft Shoe- Maker in all England muſt fiand off untill they be ſerved, or elſe out-prize them, which is deſtrutive to the Com- 
mon-wealth: likewiſe ſome of them do keep ten or twelve Shops a piece, others three or four Shops or Cel'ars, planting both 
City and Suburbsand Conntry over ; and ſome ofthem doreiurn one hundred pounds a week in one Shop; then conſider 
how much the whole Kingdome is prejudicedby theſe Purſe: proud people. Firſt, becauſe they foreſtall and i 1groſs and enhance 
the price. Secondly becauſe they tranſport, or fell Leather to Merchants , thar dotranſport. Thirdly, becauſe they buy up 
ſo much Leather in Inns, and Tanners yards, which is raked andſhaved and haſtened inthe Tanning, that itis ſcarce halfe tanned, 
that ſucks water like a Spunge; rhat people can never go dry on their feet; and Shoes made of ſuch Leather breaks out of the 
ſides, before they be halfe worn. Andlaſtly, conſider how many hundred of poor Shoe- makers all Zng/a»d over, arctyed up 
from their proper Rights and freedome of buying Leather at the beſt hand of the Tanner, but are kept under and forc d to buy of 
them, that they get the gain of all that poor Menlabour for; and put Chance, if any Man get a poot Livelihood by his Trade, ir 
muſt be by working ſuch ſtuff as is nor ſerviceable for the wearer, or if he putsia good tuff . he muſt exaan unreaſonable price 
upon the Cuſtomers,they getting allthe g1ins to themſelves as aforeſaid; and no Remedy for it, ſo long as the Curriers and Lea- 
ther ſcllers, and Leather Cutters, as they are ſo called, are ſuffered to buy Leather , and ſell, as they do, and neither can nor do 
convert the ſame Leather into made Wares : There was a Statute made in the firſt year of the Raign of King 7ames , and the 
two and twentieth Chapter which is yetin force, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall buy, (ell, bargoin, beipeak or take , promiſe, 
to have, exchange or put away any Tanned Leather not wrought, and converted into made W ares, but only ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, as will and ſhall work and convert the ſame Leather into made Wares, upon pain of foriciture of the Leather ſo 
bought, ſould, exchanged or put away, orthe value thereof. Bur alas, Information can do no gooJ in ſuch caſes, and they are 
counted odious in molt places where ever they come, though their cauſe be never ſo good, nor hardly any Jury will alot them 
any thing, tothe great diſcouragement and utter ruine of his Majeſties ſubjets, and the King deprived of his juſt Revenues; 
Therefore let us all Petition to the Kings moſt excellent Majeſtie, and the Lords Spiritual and Tem poral, and Commons 
Aſſembled in Parliament: to take it into their ſerious Conſideration , thep being ia part ſufferers by the dearneſs and badneſ of 
Leather, that they ſtand up for the proſperity of the Land of cheir Nativicy; andto grant a Seizure totake away from all ur. 
1a wfull buyers that cannot work and conyert the ſame Leather into made W ares, and to ſer ſuch a Fine on the heads of thoſe 
choe-makers that may buy Leather lawſully , and yet ſell it again Red as it came from the Tanners, as to their grave wiſdomes 
ſhalhthink fit+ andrthatir may be lawfullfor any of his Majeſties good ſubjeAsto be Seizures , and thatit may not be involved 
toſome partic, 'ar Mens hands, who may ſomames happen to be offenders themſelves , or through Friendſhip or Bribery, whey 
willnot dotFeir Office. 


And this Requeit of thetrs being granted, the Peti- 
tioners, 45 in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, &<. 


